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Quick Guide to COBRA  
 COBRA (Complete Business Reference Adviser)  

A key source of information and advice for anyone who wants to start a business in 
the UK. 

How to access COBRA 
Cobra is available from our webpage: Business & Intellectual Property Centre South 
Yorkshire (bipcsouthyorkshire.co.uk) 
 

• Type in your library card number for access at home 
 
Use the quick search to find articles and 
information 
 
 

Relevant documents like Business 
Opportunity Profiles and 
Business Information 
Factsheets will be shown in a list 
of search results:  
 

Limit your results using the 
categories at the top (BOB, BIF 
etc.)  
 
 

Click on the document name to read it or use icons to print or download a copy 
 

You can also search using the headings in 
the Directory on the left-hand side 
 

Click to see a list of factsheets and articles 
 

Categories include:  
 

BOP (Business Opportunity Profile) 

MBP (Mini Opportunity Profile) 

BIF (Business Information Factsheets) 

 

The table on the next page will give you an idea where to start searching COBRA 
according to your needs: 
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I want to: Start with: 

Research my business idea  Business Opportunity Profiles. 

 Market Synopses (under Sector Guides). 

 Sector Research Guides (under Sector 

Guides). 

Research a particular sector   Sector Guides. 

Find out about business support and 

funding. 

 

 Local Area Profiles. 

 Business Information Factsheets – browse 

the Business support and advice, and 

Finance categories. 

Understand the practical aspects of starting 

or running a business 

 Business Information Factsheets – browse 

by category. 

Understand my legal responsibilities.  Business Information Factsheets – browse 

the Trading legally category. 

Find out what training or qualifications I need 

for a particular trade or profession. 

 Business Opportunity Profiles. 

 

 

You may print from your home PC or from library computers  

You can download/print for your own personal use. Articles are not to be shared 
or used commercially 
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